
Makarska
Riviera
by Bike
CYCLOTOURISMIN CENTRALDALMATIA

I.

II.

III.

IV.

V.

VI.



S2­18

21­86

CON­
TENTS

INTRODUCTION
MAKARSKARIVIERA,MT.BIOKOVOANDITS
SURROUNDINGS
EXPLANATIONOFTHECYCLINGROUTES
MANDATORYEQUIPMENTANDINSTRUCTIONS
CHARACTERISTICSOFTHEROUTES

2
4

16
17
18

CLIMBS

ROADROUTES
FROMZEROTOHERO
RIVIERATRANSVERSAL
BIOKOVOCIRCULAR
ROUTEEPIC
NORTHERNRIVIERA
FROMTHESEATOTHEFIELDS
FROMTHELAKESTOTHEFIELDS
SOUTHERNRIVIERA

OTHERROUTESIN THEMAKARSKAAREA

21

35
37
45
51
57
63
69
75
81

86Makarska
Riviera
by
Bike



88­102

WHATTOSEEANDDO
CLIMATE
CONTACTINFORMATION

TRAIL:FULLCYCLINGEXPERIENCE

88
98
100

102



Themountains,sunand seaare three
ingredientsthat havecometogetherto create
the excitingand challengingcyclo­tourism
routesand other featuresof the Makarska
Riviera.Thesethreeingredientsareanything
but ordinaryin the world,makingcyclo­tourism
in theMakarskaRivieraand the inlandof Mt.
Biokovoexceptionallyvaluableand interesting,
and uniquein somanyways.Of specialnote is
the unprecedentedcyclingchallenge– the epic
climb to SvetiJura(St.George),Mt. Biokovo’s
highestpeak.Thisisa completelyuniquecyclo­
tourismattraction the likesof whichcannotbe
foundanywhereelse.

Thebeautyof the coast,its legendarybeaches,
developedtourism,and themightyMt. Biokovo,
in combinationwith a mild climate,enablea long
cyclo­tourismseason.In theMakarskaRiviera,it
lastsfromearlyspringuntil late autumn,whichis
important for cyclingtouristswhowant to enjoy
all the beautyof a destination,but without the
summercrowdsand heat.
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Anotherimportant elementis that theMakarska
RivieraandMt. Biokovoarenot islands.Well
connectedwith the inlandregionthat stretches
from Imotskito Vrgorac,cyclistshavea nearly
unlimitednumberof optionsto explore,rideand
travel.Thus,it shouldcomeasno surprisethat
the newestof the trans­Europeancyclo­tourism
routes–EuroVelo8Mediterraneanroute–
passesright throughhere,makingthisdesirable
destinationevenmoreattractive.

Regardlessof whetheryouhavecometo the
MakarskaRivierato conquerthe SvetiJurapeak,
to explorethe coastand its towns,whetherit
is just the start for a broadercyclingadventure
on both sidesof themountain,or youareon
part of a longercyclingtrip, thisbrochurewill
be a valuableand usefulstartingpoint for the
most important informationabout all that this
destinationoffersto touristson two wheels.
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TheMakarskaRivierais a 60­kmstretch
of narrowcoastalbelt situatedunderMt.
Biokovo.

TheRivierais surroundedon onesideby the
impressiveBiokovomassif,and on by the blue
Adriatic Seaon the other, looking overthe
islandsof BračandHvar,and the Pelješac
Peninsulain the distance.Thisis the siteof
a seriesof lovely tourismtownsthat attract
countlesstouristsfrom all overEuropeand
the world.FromBrelato Makarska,then
Tučepi,Podgoraand Igrane,all the way to
Živogošće,DrvenikandGradacin the very
south,thesedestinationshavewell developed
tourisminfrastructure,and somuchto seeand
do,making themamongthe mostdesirable
destinationsin Croatia.

MakarskaRiviera
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Tourismhasa long historyon this coast.Until the coastal road was
constructed,guestscamein themostromanticway– byboat. Today,
they reachtheir summerdestinationdirectlyon state roadD8,oneof
themostbeautifulinCroatia,windingitswayunderthemountaincliffs
and overlookingthe sea.Thisis one of Croatia’smost scenicroutes.
Today the former fishing towns feature numeroushotels, camps,
apartments and an abundance of tourism content, making them
fund and livelydestinations.Guestscomeherefor the unforgettable
beaches,cleanand beautiful sea,endlesssunshine,fun things to do,
and authenticflavoursand smells.

Risinghigh above the beachesand touristson the beachesis the
monumentalMt. Biokovo,with its rockycliffs,viewpointsand nature
park. But behind the mountain is a completelydifferent,but no less
spectacularlandscapearoundthe townsof Vrgoracand Imotskiand
theirmanylakesand karst fieldscalledpolje.

TheMakarskaRivieraisnot onlynaturallybeautiful,but isalsoblessed
with an exceptionallyfavourableclimate,with 2750hoursof sunshine
per year and air and sea temperaturesthat are regularlyover20°C
from Juneto October.

Such great geographic, climatic and cultural distinctivenessin
a relatively small space have created this immensely diverse
destination,while the traditional tourismoffer of beaches,sunshine
and attractionsarenowcomplementedwith modernformsof active
tourism,especiallycyclo­tourism.
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Makarska
Thecity of Makarskais the administrativeand
cultural centreof the Riviera,and its most
significant destination.NestledunderMt.
Biokovo,Makarskais a verypopular destination
for its beaches,natural beauty andwealth of
tourismcontent to suit a wide rangeof needs
andwants.With its central geographicposition,
it is a nearly ideal starting place to explorethe
broader region,from other destinationson the
Riviera,to the islandsof BračandHvar,to the
areasinland of Mt. Biokovo.

Theviewfrom theMakarskawaterfrontof the blueAdriaticSeaand
the islandsof BračandHvarissurpassedonlyby the viewof the city
andthecliffsof Biokovowhenapproachingbyboat.Byclimbing– by
car,bike or evenon foot – to one of the mountainviewpoints,the
vista quickly changesfrom beautiful to spectacular,with the view
sometimesextendingall the way to Italy.It is impossibleto describe
andmustbe experienced.In addition to all the natural,culturaland
tourismattractionsin the region,the manyfamedsandand pebble
beachesare especiallyloved.Thebeach in Makarskais nearlytwo
kilometreslongandisby far themostrecognisablesymbolof thecity.

Situatedunderthe slopesof Mt. Biokovoand
surroundedby the crystalclear sea,Brelais the
first spot on the MakarskaRivieraif arriving
from the north and the direction of Split.

Makarska

Brela
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Brela

Thestart of tourismdevelopmentin Tučepi
beganin the early 20thcenturywith the
constructionof the first hotel.Sincethen,
this small fishingvillage rich in historyhas
developedinto a successfulandwidely known
destination,wheretensof thousandsof tourists
from all aroundthe world cometo spendtheir
vacation.

The Tučepihotels and restaurantsare known far and wide, and
evenmorefamousisthebeachthat stretchesover3kilometres,the
longeston theRiviera,linedby a beautiful,shadedpromenade.For
culinarydelights,specialmentiongoesto the villagesin the hillsof
GornjiTučepi,knownfor their local delicaciesandwines.

Tučepi

ThisoncesmallDalmatian village hasgrown
into an important andwidely knowndestination,
thanksto its natural beauty and excellenttourism
service,without losinganyof its authentic charm
and beauty.

LikeothersettlementsunderMr.Biokovo,Brelaisproudof itsstunning,
cleanpebblebeaches,the most famousof whichis the beachPunta
Rata,oneof themostbeautifulin thispart of theAdriaticcoast.Brela
alsoboastsof havingvaluablehistoricaland culturalheritage,and a
wealthof authenticculinarydelicacies.
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Podgora
Longsinceknownasa fishingvillage,Podgora
hasdevelopedinto oneof the mostpicturesque
destinationson the MakarskaRiviera.In
addition to the beauty of the town, its beaches
and attractions, Podgorais alsoproudof its
specialattachment to Mt. Biokovo.Hereis
wherethe 30­kilometreclimb beginsto the very
top of the mountain,the SvetiJura(St.George)
peak,standingat an elevationof 1762metres.
Podgorais the logical starting place to visit
BiokovoNaturePark.

From the hills above the town, through the olive groves and
refurbishedold houses,the view overlooksHvar Island and the
PelješacPeninsula,whileif youclimbevenhigher,the viewextends
much further out over the open sea, towards Italy. One of the
symbolsof Podgora,other than itshotels,beachesandattractions,
is the massivemonument“Gullwings”welcomingyou into
town if you arrive from the north from the
directionof Makarska.

Podgora
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Oncean old olive farming and agricultural
settlementwith rich cultural and historical
heritage,Igranehassincebeentransformed
into a picturesquetourismtownwith long,
beautiful pebblebeachesand numerous
apartments,vacation homesand hotels,with an
authentic culinary andwinescene.

Likeother placeson the Riviera,Igraneremainscloselyconnected
to Mt. Biokovo.Traditionally,life along the coast was not popular
becausethe morefertilelands,and greatersecurity,werefoundup
in the foothills.Therefore,it comesas no surprisethat the slopesof
the mountainaboundin valuableremnantsof the past.Particularly
important are the Church of St. Michael from the 11thcentury,
constructedin a basilicastyle,the remainsof noblemen’shouses,the
Churchof theHolySalvationfromthe9thcentury,ruinsof Illyriangrave
mounds,andnumerousotherhistoricalremnantsthat bearwitnessto
thecontinuityof lifeandculturehere,sincethetimesof theIllyrians.

Igrane Igran
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Zivogo
A seriesof connectedpebblebeaches,
covering6 kilometresin all, makeŽivogošće
an exceptionallyattractive destination for a
relaxingAdriatic vacation.Thetown itself is
madeup of threeseparatesettlements,each
with its own long and rich historydating back to
the timesof the Illyriansand the Romans.

Themost famoushistoricalartefact, a symbolof Živogošće,is the
Romanepigramfrom474A.D.Thisisoneof the loveliestspecimens
of classicalliterature on the Adriatic coast, engravedinto stone
abovethe Pokrivenicaspringon the seashore.With it, the Roman
quaestorLiciniancelebratedthis sourceof freshwater,whereyou
canquenchyourthirst eventoday.

Živogošće

Thetownof Drvenikis situated in the southern
part of the MakarskaRiviera,surroundedby
the ridgesof Mt. Biokovoon onesideand the
blueAdriatic on the other.It is bestknownfor
its long beaches,kilometresof promenades,
maintainedhiking trails and viewpointsoffering
unforgettableviewsoverthe islandsof Hvar,
Brač,Korčulaand the PelješacPeninsula.

Drvenikis surroundedby olivegrovesand pinewoodsthat provide
fantasticshadealongits longbeaches.Forguestslookingfor more
than just the hot sunand cleansea,therearemanyactivetourism
options,whilefor thoseinterestedinmoreromanticmoments,there
are nearbyviewpointsthat are perfect to watchsomeof the most
spectacularsunsetson the Adriaticcoast.Anadditionaladvantage
of Drvenikis its year­roundferryconnectionwith the islandof Hvar.

Drvenik

M
A
K
A
R
S
K
A

R
I

V
I

E
R
A
,

M
T.

B
I

O
K
O
V
O

A
N
D

I

T
S

S
U
R
R
O
U
N
D
I

N
G
S

10



Grada
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Thesouthernmosttownon the MakarskaRiviera
is alsooneof the oldest.Theareaof Gradachas
beencontinually inhabited sinceantiquity, with
numerousvaluablefindsandmaterial artefacts
of early civilisationsthat onceinhabited this
area found throughout the region.

Oneof themostprominenthistorical,culturaland sacralstructures
is the Franciscanmonasteryin Zaostrog,with its grandold library
and spectacular botanical garden. Today, Gradac has grown
into a belovedtourismdestinationthanks to its position,climate,
lovelyhotelsand beautiful beaches.Touristsalso have numerous
attractionsand activitiesto enjoy.

Gradac
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Mt. Biokovo,oneof the famousDalmatian
coastalmountains,is not simplya geographic
feature.Its monumentalstaturegivesthe entire
regiona specificcharacterand identity, on
both sidesof its peaks.Viewedfrom the sea,Mt.
Biokovorisesnearlyvertically from the seashore
to its highestpeak,SvetiJura(St.George)at an
elevationof 1762metres.

Biokovo forms the natural border inland between the Imotski
and Vrgorac areas, as a physical border that was once so
much more pronouncedand is still visible today, above all in
the climatic and geographicdifferencein those two areas,and
also in the characteristicsof the local culture and traditions.
This gives the entire tourism region exceptional diversity
and richness, particularly in the culinary and wine scene.

In addition to beingstunning,monumentaland famous,Biokovois
alsoanexceptionallyimportantregion,filledwithnaturalattractions,
cultural and historical heritage, and rare geomorphological
features.Theheightof themountainmakesit theperfectviewpoint
to havea nearlyuninhibitedviewof the entiremarineand island
landscapeof this part of Dalmatia, while in clear weather,it is
possibleto seeall the way to the Monte GarganoCape in Italy.
Lookingthe otherway from the highestpeak that canbe reached
on the highest road in Croatia, the Sveti Jurepeak looks inland
overthedistantpeaksof themountainsinBosniaandHerzegovina.

Biokovo
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The biological diversity and geomorphological features of Mt.
Biokovohavebeenprotectedsincethenatureparkwasproclaimed
in1981.Thispark isoneof themostimportant tourismattractionsin
the region.Theexceptionalwealthof naturaland culturalheritage,
numerousold sacral structures,maintained walking and hiking
trails are complementedby manyoptionsto enjoythis landscape
through active tourism.Explorethe nature park and Biokovoby
hiking,rockclimbing,cyclingor paragliding.All theseactivitiesare
justa few kilometresaway from an entireseriesof developedand
popular summertourismdestinations,making the beauty of this
mountaineasilyaccessibleto a largenumberof tourists.

A special attraction is certainly the Biokovo viewpoints.There
are five,all over 800 metresin elevation,within the nature park.
Eachhas its own specialstory and view,but the most impressive
is certainlythe BiokovoSkywalkat an elevationof 1228metres.Its
large,glassfloored,concretearch extendsout from the cliff over
the ravineto offer a truly unforgettableadrenalineexperience.

A numberof educationaltrailshavebeensetup in the park,and a
popularattraction is the Kotišinabotanical gardenand the newly
constructedVelikiKaštelinterpretationcentre.
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With an elevationof 1762metres,the SvetiJure
(St.George)peakmaynot be the highestpeak
in Croatia,but it certainly is oneof the most
spectacular.Risinghigh abovethe sea,Sveti
Jureoffersunforgettableviewsin all directions,
and in clearweather,it is possibleto seeall
the wayacrossthe Adriatic to Italy, some200
kilometresaway.Dueto its height,SvetiJure
standsat a crossingof two climatic zones.From
the sea,the Mediterraneanclimatewarmsits
slopes,while the continental climate coolsits
inland slopes.Thismakesweatherconditions
on the mountain,and on the ascent,very fickle
and quick to change,and snowcanbe found in
certain areasfor mostof the year.

The BiokovoRoad leads up to the Sveti Jura peak. This is the
highest road in Croatia, and also a supremecycling challenge.
Regardlessof whether you set off on an ultimate cycling
adventure to conquer Biokovo from Makarska or Podgora, 30
kilometresof demandingascent awaits you. But the greater the
pain, the more intensethe feeling of accomplishmentwhen you
finally climb to the very top, whereyouwill find the TV towerand
small chapel raisedin 1968,and unlimitedviewsin all directions.

SvetiJure
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Designedfor a completecyclingchallengeand riding
pleasure,and intendedfor regularrecreationalroad riders
in good physicalconditions.Theseroad routesare long,
boast significantelevationdifferences,and arepavedalong
the entireroute

OVERVIEWOFTHECYCLINGROUTES

RoadRoutes
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Alwaysweara
helmet.

Bringenough
food andwater.

Takespecialcareon
the D8state road in the
summermonths,whenthe
traffic intensityismuch
higherthan duringthe rest
of the year.

Don’tforget
additional clothes
in caseof bad
weatheror a drop
in temperature,
especiallywhen
climbingBiokovo.

Avoidridingat night,and
if youmustride in the
dark,turn on lights and
weara reflectivevestor
clothing.

Alwayscheckthe
condition of your
bikebeforeeach
ride.

Whenturning,
usehand signals.

Ridein
singlefile
on roads.

Respect
all traffic rules.

MANDATORYEQUIPMENT
ANDINSTRUCTIONSFORALL
ROUTESANDAGESOFRIDER

17



Cobblestonesand
similarsurfacesmay
occuron shortsections
of the road,but are the
exception.

Theyaresafeto ride.

Designedfor a complete
and challengingride
for recreationalroad
cyclistsin good physical
condition.

Theyare long,with
a demandingtotal
elevationdifference.

Physicalcomplexity
(5 levels).

Surfaceisalways
pavedroad.

Technicalcomplexity
(5 levels).

No gravel.

ROUTECHARACTERISTICS
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Foreasierrecognition,the routeson themap aremarkedin
differentcolours,whileon the road signs,the routesaremarked
with bluesignsandwhite lettering.

WAIVER: Theuseofthisbrochureandmapsandridingtheroutesand
usingthiscontentisexclusivelyatyourownrisk.Ridersare
requiredtoabidebyalltrafficrulesandtakespecialcare
whileriding.Beforestartingyourride,besuretocheckthe
conditionofyourbikeandequipment,andassessyourown
physicalandtechnicalreadinesstosafelycompletetheroute.





ROADCLIMBS
0 ­ 4% 4 ­ 6%

6 ­ 9% 9%Above
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Fromzeroto hero

In addition to the hot sun and beautiful sea, the MakarskaRiviera
is also home to Biokovo,and for thosewho love sweetpain on two
wheels,it could be said that there is no better destination.Thereare
nine seriousclimbs,nine changesto triumph over the mountainand
oneself,nineunforgettableviewpointsthat givethe cyclistthe chance
to go from “zeroto hero”.

Forcyclistswho like to useup everyatom of
strength in their muscles,there is no greater
challengethat long,steep,consecutiveclimbs.
But all that pain and sufferingis accompanied
by the sweetfeelingof accomplishmentand
conqueringthe mountainand oneself,a feeling
that is insurmountable.

From
zero
to

hero...
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SvetiJure
1762m

Anepic cyclingclimb, literally from zero(sealevel)
to 1762metresin elevationto the highestpeakof
Mt. Biokovo.

It is difficult to imagine a
better cycling experiencethan
this. Europeabounds in great
climbs, high peaks and long
roads leading to them, but
nowhereelsecan you get such
a fierce slope from sea level,
practically from the beach, to
a peak that can still be under
snow in summer, in just 30
kilometres.

PEAK
LENGTHOFCLIMB
ELEVATIONDIFFERENCE
AVERAGESLOPE
PARTOFTHEROUTE

1762m*
30 km
1762m
5,9%
241FromZerotoHero

*metresin elevation

Makarska
­ SvetiJure

Podgora
­ SvetiJure

The view from Sveti Jure is
endlessand magnificent, and
conqueringthe ficklemountain
is truly a great triumph.What
sets Sveti Jure aside from
other climbs in Europeis that
you can conquer it from early
springuntil the first real snows
in earlyNovember.
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1.
2.

Start of the climb to the entranceto
BiokovoNaturePark
– elevation0 to 360metres

Fromthe entranceto BiokovoNature
Parkto the Skywalk
– elevation360 to 1228metres

Theclimb canbe divided into threesections:

Thestart of the climbdependsonwhereyoudecideto begin
yourascentto SvetiJure.Thereare two roadsleadingto the
entranceinto the naturepark.Thefirst road leadsfrom the
Makarskawaterfront,and it describedin greaterdetail in this
brochureunder“Climbon Biokovo”.

Thesecondbegins“onthe beach”in Podgoraand takes
secondary,windingroadsthroughthe GornjaPodgoraarea to
reachthe park entrance.Justsoyouknow,this routewaspart
of the professionalcyclingraceTourofCroatia/CroRace.

A narrowmountainroad leadsfrom the entranceinto Biokovo
NatureParktowardsthe Skywalk,soadditional cautionfor
oncomingvehiclesisneeded.

With everynewserpentine,the windingroad offers
spectacularviewsovertheMakarskaRiviera,the islandsof
BračandHvar,and the PelješacPeninsula,and endsin the
sectioncalledRavnaVlaškawhereyou find the Skywalk– a
modern,exceptionallypopularviewpointin the shapeof a
largeglassarch that hangsoverthe ravineasoneof Croatia’s
newestand largesttouristattractions.
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3.Fromthe Skywalkto SvetiJure
– elevation1228to 1762metres

Thefinal segmenton the routeto SvetiJuremovesthroughthe
inlandof Biokovo,with lesssteepascents,passingthroughkarst
pastureswhereyoucanoften seewild horsesand occasionally
free­roamingcattle.

But don’t think the sufferingisover– the final 4­kilometreclimb
isalsothemostdemanding,with a slopeof morethan 15%in
places.
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Kozica
737m

Theclimb starts from the village Kozicasituated in a
valleyboundedby the Vrgorachills andMt. Biokovo.

This “comfortable” climb up
the eastern slopes of Mt.
Biokovo on a winding road
that passesalong the edge
of the nature park, as the
serpentines reveal views of
the Vrgorac hills. But the
real experiencebegins if you
continue riding towards the
coast, for when it begins
windingdownthecoastalside

PEAK
LENGTHOFCLIMB
ELEVATIONDIFFERENCE
AVERAGESLOPE
PARTOFTHEROUTE

737m
7,5km
409m
5,5%
242 OkoBiokova
321Podgora–Vrgorac–Podgora
341Gradac–Vrgorac–Podgora

of Biokovo,this marks the start
of one of the most spectacular
cyclingdescents,withmagnificent
viewsover the central Dalmatian
islands and the blue Adriatic
behindthem.

100
200
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400
500
600
700
737m

3.8
% 5.1

% 7.0
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% 6.1
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1.0
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10
2 3 4 5 6 7 7.5km5.5%
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KozicaGornje

KozicaGornje
grane
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GornjeIgrane
518m

Theclimb beginson the waterfront in Podgoraand
leadsthrough the hills of GornjaPodgorato the state
roadD512,whereit continuespast the entranceto
BiokovoNatureParkin the direction of Vrgorac.

Thetoughascentwill be at leastsomewhatsoftenedby the
stunningseaviewsto the south.Theclimb isofficiallyover
whenthe road turnsleft towardsthe inlandareaand the view
of the Adriatic is lost.

PEAK
LENGTHOFCLIMB
ELEVATIONDIFFERENCE
AVERAGESLOPE
PARTOFTHEROUTE

518m
10,5km
518m
4,9%
243Makarska–Vrgorac– Imotski–Makarska
321Podgora–Vrgorac–Podgora

100
200
300
400
500
518m

3.6
%

8.6
%

7.4
%

5.9
%

3.9
% 4.3

% 3.7
% 2.6

% 7.2
%

­1.6
%
6.2
%

43210

5 6 7 8 9 1010.5km4.9%

27



R
O
A
D

C
L
I

M
B
S

Vina
207m

A short but steeperclimb leadsfrom the PoljaJezerofield near
Vrgoracinto the town.

It wasnamedafter oneof the villagesit passes,and at the halfway
point isa viewpointofferinga lovelyviewoverthe field that once
trulywasa lake(PoljeJezeromeanslakefield).
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Milina Zasida
920m

Thereare somanydifferent climbsin the Vrgoracarea,and
oneof the mostprominent is foundon the passtowards
Imotski,along the borderwith BosniaandHerzegovina.

Eightviewpointswith a stunningviewat the verytop, it is important to
stressthat this road isnot verybusy,soyouwill likelybe able to fully
concentrateon yourphysicalclimb.
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PoljicaKozička
830m

Whicheverwayyouheadfrom the valleywherethe villageof Kozica
isnestled,a climbawaits.PoljicaKozička,foundon the shortestroute
towardsImotski,standsout for its steepaverageslope.

Valleyview.
Runsparalleltothemotorway.
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TurijaTunnel
715m

Thestate roadD62that leadstowardsBiokovoincludesa climb
towardsthe Turijatunnel.

Thoughthis isa state road,the traffic isverysparseso it is ideal for
cycling.Thetop of the climbwill rewardyou for the effort with the vast
viewsoverthe Biokovoinlandslopes.
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Ričice
656m

PEAK
LENGTHOFCLIMB
ELEVATIONDIFFERENCE
AVERAGESLOPE
PARTOFTHEROUTE

656m*
2,4km
238m
9,9%
201Brela­ Imotski­ Brela

Oneof the most famousnatural attractions of Imotskiare its
spectacularkarst lakes.

Oneof them– theGreenLake– issituatedrightnextto thisshortbut “sweet”
climbthat leadsthroughthevillageof Ričice.Afterconqueringthistough
averageslopeof 9.9%,youwillhavea bird’seyeviewof theGreenLake.
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Poljica
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PoljicaImotska
602m

PEAK
LENGTHOFCLIMB
ELEVATIONDIFFERENCE
AVERAGESLOPE
PARTOFTHEROUTE

602m*
5,5km
279m
5,1%
600 Fromthelakestothefields

On the road from Imotski towardsZagvozd,youwill find this
steplikeclimb,whoseslopein someplacesis up to 10%.

Thesomewhathighertraffic intensityon this segmentcallsfor additional
cautionwhileriding.
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ROADCYCLING
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FROMZEROTOHERO
ROUTE241



O

MAKARSKA­
SVETIJURE(BIOKOVO)­ MAKARSKA

63.2km 4h

FROMZEROTOHERO
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Indeed, this configuration, with
the tall mountain rising directly
over this popular summer
tourismdestination,with a paved
road leading right up to the top,
cannotbe easilyfoundanywhere
else in Europe.It shouldalso be
said that the favourableclimatic
conditions,evenon the fickleMt.
Biokovo,make it possibleto ride
the FromZerotoHeroroute from
earlyspringuntil late autumn.

Thefirst 7kilometresof the climb,
until the entrance to Biokovo
NaturePark,runsalongthe state
road D512 that connects the
MakarskaRivierawith the inland

Thisunique,excitingand demandingroute
called “FromZerotoHero”runsfrom sea
level(literally!) right up to Croatia’sthird
highestpeak.The30 km long and physically
demandingclimb,and the equally long and
technical demandingdescentlead you to an
elevationof 1762metresand back downto the
Makarskabeach,making this route the main
cyclingattraction destinationand oneof the
mostattractive in this part of Europe.

From
sea

level...

of Mt. Biokovo.Turninginto the
nature park, you come onto the
BiokovoRoad,Croatia’shighest
pavedroad that climbsup to the
top with numerousserpentines
windingthroughthe pinewoods.
After passing the restaurant
Vrata Biokova, the trees are
replaced by mountain pastures,
where you can see wild horses
and free­rangingcattle.

At the18thkilometreof theclimb,
at an elevationof 1128metres,is
the SkywalkBiokovo.After this,
the final part of the climbbegins,
and the final 4 kilometresarethe
toughest,with slopesup to 20%.
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From
Zero
To
Hero

Anepiccyclingclimbfrom
“zero”to1762metres

BiokovoNatureParkcharges
anentrancefeeduringthe
summermonths

40



Tips&Tricks
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TheBiokovoroad is narrowand traffic is
in both directionssotake caution.

Theclimb itself can be divided into four parts:

1.Tothe park entrance(lesssteep– wide road)
2.Fromthe park entranceto the Skywalk(steep)
3.Fromthe Skywalkto the final 4 km (flatter)
4.Final4 km– steepand demanding(you’llknowyou’re
therewhenyouseethe ropealong the sideof the road)

Takelots of fluids becausethere is only onerestaurant,
VrataBiokova,at the 15thkmof the climb.
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SKYWALKBIOKOVO1228m

SkywalkBiokovois a grandarchwith glassfloor
that hangsout high overthe ravine.It is found in
the southwesternpart of BiokovoNaturePark,in
the areaof RavnaVlaška,at an elevationof 1228
metres.

At the viewpoint you can also find a geological column– a
three­dimensionaldisplay of a cross­sectionof the rock that
forms the Biokovoarea, since its creation,with a geological
time table and a descriptionof the ageand typesof rock.
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SkywalkBiokovo
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TRANVERZALAMAKAR­SKOMRIVIJERO

ROUTE340



A

OM
GRADAC­ ŽIVOGOŠĆE­ DRVENIK­ IGRANE­
PODGORA­ TUČEPI­ MAKARSKA­ BRELA

63.2km 2:15h

TRANSVER­
SALOF

THE
MAKARSKARIVIERA
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ThisrouterunsalongtheAdriaticmainroad to passthrough
all of the towns on the MakarskaRiviera,from Gradac to
Brela(orviceversa).It hasbeendesignedsothat it isalsoa
connectorto all the other routeson the Riviera.Thoughnot
physicallyor technicallydemanding,it is important to stress
that it runson state roadD8 for its entirecourse,whichcan
havehigh traffic intensity,especiallyin the summermonths,
socaution is required.

Thislight and interestingroad route
connectsall the beautiful tourism
spotson the MakarskaRivieraand
alsopassesthrough two of the day
segmentsof the routeEuroVelo8.

Light
and

interesting…
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TECHNICALDIFFICULTY:
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TRANSVERSAL
ROUTE
OF
THE
MAKARSKA
RIVIERA

StateroadD8hashightraffic
intensity,especiallyinthe
summermonths,soextra
cautionisneeded.

Everytownontheroutehas
manyhospitalityvenueswith
awideselectionoffoodand
drink.

Notes
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BIOKOCIRCULAROUTE242



AR

BIOKOVOCIRCULAR

100.3km 4h

BIOKOVOCIRCULAR
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The route includes several
climbs and descents that
will not be too demanding
for regularcyclists,but offer
truly unforgettable viewsof
the Adriatic and the karst
landscapesof the Biokovo
inland. We could even say
that this route is nearly a
“must” for any passionate
cyclist visiting the Makarska
Riviera.

A classic,circular,100km long road routecircles
Mt. Biokovoand connectsthe coastal townswith
the settlementson the spaciousinland slopesof the
mountain,while alsorunningalong the edgeof the
naturepark.Classic...
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BIOKOVO
CIRCULAR

Thefirst20kmoftherouterunsalongstateroad
D8soextracautionisrequired.

Thetrafficintensityisloweraftertheclimb
towardsDubciandonthepartoftherouteon
theinlandsideofMt.Biokovo

Therearetwobeautifulroadclimbsontheroute
–TurijaTunnelandKozica

ThedescentfromGornjeIgranetowardsthe
MakarskaRivieraoffersspectacularviewsand
viewpointsovertheislandsofBračandHvar,and
thePelješacPeninsula

Zagvozdisamandatorypitstoptoreplenish
yourfluidsfortherearenootherspotsor
hospitalityfacilitiesontherouteagainuntilyou

Notes
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DESTITIONROUTE
ROUTE243



MAKARSKA­ VRGORAC­ IMOTSKI­
MAKARSKA

176.6km 7h

ROUTEEPIC
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It isbest to start the routewith
the climbtowardstheentrance
to the nature park, and to
continueover the mountain in
the direction of Vrgorac and
Polje Jezero. From Vrgorac,
the route turns over the hilly
karst landscapesof the inland
slopes of Biokovo towards
Imotski,whereit passesby the
stunningBlue,Red,Greenand
Galipovci Lakes, and again
turns back towards the coast,
towardsBrela.

Thisdemanding,circularroadrouteofferseverythingthe
diehardcyclistisafter:physicalandtechnicalchallenges
anda longrideonbeautifulroadswith lowtraffic
intensitythroughuntouchednature.Overitsnearly180
km,it connectsthemostbeautifulpartsof theMakarska
RivieraandtheBiokovoinlandslopes,including
significantclimbsandawealthof naturalsights.

The final 20 km of the route
followsthe coast you returnyou
to yourstartingpoint.

If you decide to take more time
to get to really known these
destinations, the local culture
and cuisine,the route can be
ridden in three segments of
60 km each: from Makarskato
Vrgorac,fromVrgoracto Imotski,
and from Imotskito Makarska.

Significant
climbs…
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ROUTE
EPIC

StateroadD512,neartheStupicaTunnel,
hastwoviewpointsoverlookingtheriviera.

Theethno­villageKokorićiisfoundon
theroute,whiletheviewpointontheVina
climbgivesafantasticviewoverthePolje
Jezerofield.

ShopscanbefoundinVrgorac,Imotski,
Slivno,RunovićandZmijavci.Thereare
hospitalityfacilitiesinVrgorac,Imotski
andZmijavcithatworkyearround,butin
Slivnoonlyduringthesummer.

TheroutenearImotskipassesbythe
uniqueBlue,RedandGreenLakes.The
ProloškoBlatoviewpointoffersa
magnificentviewovertheImotskoPolje
field.

ThedescentnearDubciopensup
spectacularvistasoftheAdriaticSeaand
MakarskaRiviera.

Notes
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NORTRIVIERAROUTE201



BRELA­ IMOTSKI­ BRELA

107.5km 4h

NORTHERNRIVIERA
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The initial climb to Dubci providesa view of VrujeBay,one of the
loveliestbayson the AdriaticSea.Oncethe route leavesthe coat, it
becomescircularand leadsto Imotskivia Šestanovacand Zagvozd,
passingby all three “coloured” lakes (Blue,Redand Green)before
returningtowardsŠestanovacand back to the coast.

Thisphysically
demandingroutestarts
out on the seashore,
leading thosecyclists
in searchof serious
challengesinland, towards
the Imotski regionand its
ruggedandwell preserved
karst landscapes.

From
the
sea
to

the

lakes
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BRELA­ IMOTSKI­ BRELA
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ROUTELENGTH:
TOTALCLIMB:
TECHNICALDIFFICULTY:
PHYSICALCONDITION:
SURFACE:
RECOMMENDEDBIKE:
TOURTIME:

Paved
Road
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ViewofVrujaBay

ViewoftheBlue,Redand
GreenLakes

Recommendations:

67



67

R
I

V
I

J
E
R
A

S
J
E
V
E
R



FROMTHESEA
TOTHE

ROUTE321



PODGORA­ VRGORAC­ PODGORA

91.4km 3:30h

FROMTHESEATO
THE

FIELDS
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Thefirst climb is immediatelyat the start of the route,from Podgora
towards Gornje Igrane,after which it descendsslowly towards the
PoljeJezerofield.Hereyoucan restup at the ethno­villageKokorići
beforethe next climb throughthe villageVinatowardsVrgorac.After
Vrgorac,the route continuesalong a flatter landscapeto the third
and final climb to village Kozice,followedby a spectaculardescent
towardsPodgoraasa rewardfor all the pain,with milliondollar views
along the way.

With threechallenging
climbsand a low
traffic intensity,this
route is the ideal
combinationof pain
and gain – the feelingof
accomplishmentfor all
road bike lovers.

Three
demanding
climbs…
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ROUTELENGTH:
TOTALCLIMB:
TECHNICALDIFFICULTY:
PHYSICALCONDITION:
SURFACE:
RECOMMENDEDBIKE:
TOURTIME:

Paved
Road
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OnstateroadD512therearetwogreat
viewpointsneartheStupicaTunnelthat
providesplendidviewsovertheriviera.

Alongtherouteistheethno­village
Kokorići.Thereisagreatviewpointon
theVinaclimbthatoverlooksthePolje
JezerofieldandCroatia’slargestwine­
growinghills.

InVrgoracbesuretoreplenishyour
fluidssincetherearenomoreshopsor
restaurantsuntilyoureachthecoast.

Remarks
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FROMTHELAKE
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ES

VRGORAC­ IMOTSKI­
VRGORAC

106.2km 4:30h

FROMTHELAKESTO
THEFIELDS
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Theroutebeginswith the climbto MilinaZasidanearVrgoracfollowed
by a technicallydemandingsectionnearlyall the way to Imotski,with
narrowroadsalthoughvery little traffic. Onceyou reach Imotski,the
routepassesby theBlueLakeand throughthe ImotskoPoljefield,and
then climbs to Poljicabefore descendingtowardsZagvozd.Thehilly
road continuesfurther to the climb to the tunnel at the Turijapass,
from which beginsa descentwith stunningviewsover the Biokovo
slopesand the peaksof the Vrgorachills,SvetiMihovil and Šibenik.

TheBiokovoinland area,with its networkof hilly
roadsand low traffic intensity,wasmadefor
road cycling.Thisrouteconnectsthe two largest
cities in the Dalmatian interior,and runseastof
Biokovopast someof the loveliest,wildestand
mostpreservedparts of this destination.

Hilly
roads…
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ROUTELENGTH:
TOTALCLIMB:
TECHNICALDIFFICULTY:
PHYSICALCONDITION:
SURFACE:
RECOMMENDEDBIKE:
TOURTIME:

Paved
Road
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Thenarrowroadsandtechnically
demandingdescentsinthefirstpartofthe
routefromVrgoractowardsImotskirequire
extracaution.

Therearenoshopsorrestaurantsfrom
ZagvozdtoVrgorac,sobesuretogetyour
fluidsontime.

Notes
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SOUTHRIVIERAROUTE341



GRADAC­ VRGORAC­ PODGORA

107.1km 4:30h

SOUTHERNRIVIERA
81



Here the route begins to climb via the village Vina to Vrgorac,
and soonreachesanotherdemandingclimb in the Vrgoracvillage
Kozicabefore descendingback towards the coast and returning
to Gradac.

Thisroute leadsyou to explorethe southern
part of thesedestinationsfromGradacto Ploče
and the BaćinaLakesto the PoljaJezerofield
by Vrgorac.

The
southern
part…
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ROUTELENGTH:
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Vrgoracisamandatoryplacetostockup
onfluidsbecausefromheretothecoast
therearenoshopsorhospitalityvenues.

EnjoytheviewoverthePoljeJezerofieldas
youclimbtowardsthevillageVina.

ThedescentfromGornjeIgranetothe
coastfallswithinthecategoryoflegendary
descents.

Theroutepassesbytheentranceto
BiokovoNaturePark,sotheambitious
cyclistcantreatthemselvestoaclimbup
totheSvetiJurapeak.

It’snotallabouttheride;takeabreakby
theseainoneofthepicturesquetownson
theMakarskaRiviera.

Remarks
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Two one­day segmentsof the EV8 route pass through the
Riviera– the first from Split to Makarska,and the secondfrom
Makarskato Pločato Trpanjon the PelješacPeninsula.

TheEuroVelonetwork of cycling routeswas developedby the
EuropeanCyclistsFederation (ECF),in cooperation with the
national coordinationbodiesthat aremembersof the ECF.The
maingoal is to connectcurrentand futurenationaland regional
cyclingroutesinto a singleEuropeannetwork.

Thepopular Europeancontinental cycling route
–MediterraneanRoute(EuroVelo8 – EV8)passes
through the MakarskaRiviera.

TheMediterraneancycling route,5900km in length,
runsthrough11Europeancountries,with its terminal
points at the two edgesof the Mediterranean– in
Spainand onCypress.

OTHERROUTES
PASSINGTHROUGH
THEMAKARSKAAREA

FORMORE
ABOUTTHE
ROUTES:

EuroVelo8

EV8day route112(HR16)
Split (Stobreč)– Makarska6.2

EV8day route113(HR17)
Makarska– Trpanj
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Thisfertilegreenfield and Croatia’slargestvine­growingregion
was createdby drying out a former lake to create agricultural
lands in an otherwiserocky karst landscape.Thiswas made
possibleby constructionof a tunnel towardsthe BaćinaLakes
above Ploče,and the deep connectionof this landscapewith
water isseenin the windingMaticaRiverthat flowsthroughthe
field,floodingparts of it in spring,especiallyat the far southern
edgeof the field.

This dynamic, flat landscapewith countlesswell beaten field
paths has been turned into a true cyclist trekking heavenfor
thosewho enjoya lighter ride through labyrinthsof vineyards,
orchards,rockyhillsof the former lake islands,and the winding
courseof the river.

Theroutesweredesignedbasedon the junctionmodel,meaning
that the entirefield is interlacedwith beautifullyand sustainably
designedroad signsthat enableyouto pickand chooseamong
the segmentsto shapeyourveryown route,dependingon how
manykilometresyouwant to rideand what youwant to see(or
taste).

In this case,this trekkingheavenis accompaniedby wealth of
content,culinaryaboveall.Therearenumerousfamilyfarmsand
keep in mind that this is Croatia’slargestwine­growingregion,
and the homelandof the widelyrenownedVrgoracprosciutto.

If youskipBiokovoalong its easternslopes,you
will reachthe historical city of Vrgorac.Beneath
Vrgorac,extendingin a southeasterlydirection
and connectingit with the areaof the city of
Ploče,is the VrgorskoPoljefield, better knownas
the PoljeJezerofield.

PoljeJezero
Trekking/Junctionmodel
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Whattosee?
BiokovoNatureParkis
oneof 11natureparksin
Croatia.Mt. Biokovois
not important only for its
geography,historyand
cultural role, it is alsoa true
treasuretroveof natural
richnessand is certainly
worth getting to know
the area,exploringand
enjoyingit in different ways.

Thepark areaaboundsin
interestinggeomorphological
formationand the landscapeis
habitat for numerousendemic
plant and animalspecies.As
themountainrisesup nearly
verticallyfrom the seashore,
it separatesthe coastalzone
from the inlandareabehind

BiokovoNaturePark

the mountain,creatingtwo
complexlydifferentclimatic
and geographiczones,offering
uniqueviews,and oneof the
bestattractions isCroatia’sthird
highestpeak,SvetiJure,at an
elevationof 1762metres.

Important!
AdventuresonMt. Biokovo
requiregood preparationsand
a seriousapproach,especially
concerningthe quantity of liquids
youbringwith you,sincethereis
no freshwateron themountain.
Nor shouldyouunderestimate
Croatia’ssecondhighestpeak,
evenin favourableweather
conditions,and sogood quality
mountaingearand experienceif
possible,isveryimportant.
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SkywalkBiokovois a
newlyopenedviewpoint
in the southwesternpart
of BiokovoNaturePark.It
standsat an elevationof
1228metresand is right
near the info centre.

Theviewpointisa largearch
with glassfloorsinstalledover
a deepravine.It is the only
attraction of its kindon the
Adriaticcoastand hasquickly
becomeoneof themost
recognisablesymbolsof the
MakarskaRiviera.TheSkywalk
offerstruly spectacularviews
overthe wholeRiviera,the
islandsof BračandHvar,the
PelješacPeninsula,and the vast
blueAdriaticSea,all the way to
Italy,whichcanevensometimes
be seen,on verycleardays.

If youwant to get to know
Biokovowithout climbing it
or riding yourbikeup to the
top. TheAdrionmultimedia
presentationcentre is found
in Makarska.Its goal is to
presentthe mountain to all
visitorsin a contemporary
way.

Nextto theviewpoint,a geological
columnhasbeeninstalledasa
three­dimensionaloverviewof a
cross­sectionof therockthat has
formedtheBiokovoareasinceits
creation,witha geologicaltimeline
anda descriptionof theageand
typesof rock.

Thereisonlyone
way to get to the
Skywalk– the
legendaryBiokovo
road that leadsfrom
the entranceto the
naturepark all the
way to the SvetiJure
peak.

pp­biokovo.hr

Skywalk
Biokovo

Presentation
centre
Adrion–
Heart of the
Mountain
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Thisinterestingmuseumwas
establishedin 1963by FatherJure
Radić.Thisis the best­known
collectionof molluscsin Croatia,
with morethan 3000 specimens
of shellfishfrom the AdriaticSea,
and tropical and subtropical
seasfromaroundthe world.It is
certainlyworth visiting.

malakoloski­muzej­makarska.eu

Themost important cultural
and historicalmonumentin
the MakarskaRivierais the
FranciscanMonasteryof St.
Mary in Zaostrog.

Thoughit wasinhabitedby the
Franciscansin the 15thcentury,
itshistoryismorethan100years
older.Accordingto legend,it was
establishedbymonksof theOrder
of St.Augustinein the 14thcentury.

Malacology
Museumin
Makarska

Franciscan
monasteryin
Zaostrog

Themonasteryquicklybecamean
importantspiritual,educational
andculturalcentre,andalready
in the 17thcentury,thislocation
wasconsideredoneof themost
beautifulin thispart of Europe.
Thewealthof itsmonumentsand
the valueof itsheritageisboth
immenseanddiverse.An inscription
fromthe year1589isengraved
in the stoneabovethe entrance
to the church,writtenin the
CroatianlanguageandBosančica
script,whilethemonastery’s
educationalsignificanceisseen
in the exceptionallyvaluable
librarywith 20,000volumesand
a grandarchive,whichcomesas
no surpriseasthiswasformerly
a secondarypreparatoryschool.
Themonastery’sart collection
isalsoveryimportant,housing
the permanentcollectionof one
of Croatia’sbestknownrecent
painters,MladenVeža(1916– 2010).

In addition to its
architectural,historical
and sacralvalue,the
monasteryisalso
surroundedby a
botanicalgardenwith
morethan 250plant
species,makingit a
trueoasisof peace,
beautyand culture
and iscertainlyworth
a (longer)visit.samostan­zaostrog.com
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Velikikaštel,the grand
castle,wasconstructedin
the cliff faceonMt. Biokovo.
Thisis a historical structure
erectedin the 17thcentury
during the warsagainst
the Turks.Thecomplex
wascompletelyrenovated
and reconstructedin 2019
whenit becamehometo
the Interpretation centre
managedby the Makarska
City Museum.Thecentre
givesa contemporary,
multimedia interpretation
and presentationof
the archaeological,
ethnological and natural
heritageof the area.

Themain focusof the centre
isdedicatedto the natural
heritageand the immense
diversityof plantsonMt.
Biokovo.Specialemphasisis
placedon the heritageof the
KotišinaBotanicalGarden,as
the legacyof its founder,Father
JureRadić.

kotisina­makarska.com/
interpretacijski­centar­veliki­
kastel/

On the westernsideof the
famedbeachin Brela,Punta
Rata,is perhapsthe best
knownsymbolof the region.

Calleda crag,isletor justa rock,
thismonumentalrockyboulder
whichwasonce,longago,home
to theMediterraneanmonkseal,
a rareand endangeredseal
species,today isoneof themost
photographedattractionsof the
region.Theislet iscoveredby
surprisinglydiversevegetation,
and sincethis isa veryrare
phenomenon,it isprotected
and guarded,and so it isbest
enjoyed“without touching”.

Interpretation
Centre
Velikikaštel­
Koština

KamenBrela
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Makarskaand Tučepiare
connectedby the green
oasisof the Osejava
Peninsula,Makarska’s
largestcity park that starts
right behind the hotel of
the samenameat the
easternmostpoint of town.
Osejavais also the name
of the forestand park and
excursionarea that is a
site for adrenalin fun,and
alsoa belovedswimming
area for thosewhoprefer
moreintimate covesor are
inclined to be completely
freeon the famedNugal
nudebeach.

Thedensepinewoodsin the
Osejavaforestfeaturenumerous
trails,and the seaunderthe
verticalcliffsof the peninsulais
unbelievablyclear.In the shade
of the woods,youcanmeet
walkers,runners,cyclists,brave
cliff jumpersand sportsclimbers,
whilea specialattraction is the
waterfall that formsat Nugal
beachafter rainydays.

Justa fewhundredmetresuphill
from the Adriaticmain road (D8)
abovethe townof Drvenikis the
stunningviewpointKremenik.

Thisisan ideal location to
rest in the peaceand solitude
of the heightsabovethe sea.
Fromhere,youcan viewthe
unforgettable,spectacularand
especiallyromanticsunsets,and
watch the Drvenikharbourand
ferriesleadingcountlesstourists
to their destinations.

Osejava
Peninsula

Viewpoint
Kremenik­
Drvenik
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Thecity of Imotski,situateddeep
in the karst landscapeinland
of Mt. Biokovoisknownfor its
historicaland culturalheritage,
but it isalsoa fantasticplace
to reallyexplorenature.The
greatestnatural attraction
are the lakesof Imotski,11
in total! Eachonehasits own
distinctivebeauty,eachhasits
ownstory.Youcouldspenddays
exploringthem,togetherwith
the cultural,culinaryandwine
heritageof this region.

Thegravel trail underthe
Topanafortressleadsto one
of Croatia’sloveliestlakes
– the BlueLake.Situatedat
the veryedgeof town, in a
depression300–500metres
deep,creating a unique
visualeffect for anyone
standingat its edge.

Youcandescenddownto the
lakeon the rockyserpentine
path constructedin 1907.In the
summer,peopleswimin the lake.

TheLakesof
Imotski

BlueLake

It is kidney­shaped,and its
sizevariesdependingon the
water level.Thelargestever
measuredlengthwas800
metresandwidth 500metres,
with a depth of up to 100
metres.It isalsonot rarethat
the lakecompletelydriesout;
insteadof swimming,the locals
get togetherto play a football
matchon the lakebed.

RedLake

Just1.5km from the BlueLake
is the RedLake,a deepkarst
pit filledwith water.Thelake
isconsideredto be oneof the
deepestin Europe,and the
nameof “red”comesfrom
the colourof the rock faces
surroundingit. Thelate was
oncea pit that wasformed
whenthe ceilingcavedin,and
expertscall it a wonderof
karstbecauseit isshapedlike
a naturalwell,with a diameter
of about 200metresand a
depth greaterthan 500metres.
Thelakecannotbe accessed
without alpineclimbing
experienceand experience,but
the viewfromafar isno less
amazing.
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GreenLake

Unlikethe other two “coloured”
lakes,the GreenLakeis
manmade.Theofficial name
of the GreenLakeis the Ričice
Reservoir,and it is found in
the settlementRičicein the
northwesternpart of the Imotski
area.Thelakewascreated
in 1985aspart of a never­
completedproject,and today
isan idealplace for recreation,
walking,runningand family
excursions.

TheVrgoracPoljefield, better
knownasthe PoljeJezero
field, liesbetweenVrgoracand
StaševicatowardsPloče.Today,
this is fertile agricultural land,
with the meanderingMatica
River.Thefield wascreated
after draining a former lake
(hencethe name,jezeromeans
lake),in order to createarable
land in this otherwiserocky
karst landscape.

PoljeJezero
field

Thisarea isoneof themost fertile
and attractive agriculturalareas
in Dalmatia.Manyareoften
surprisedto learnthat this isalso
Croatia’slargestwine­growing
region,with over10millionvines,
includinguniquevarietiessuchas
ZlataricaVrgorska,Medna,Trnak,
and Plavka.

PoljeJezerofield isalsoa
true trekkingcyclingheaven,
designedandmarkedasa
cyclo­destinationin whichyou
can createyourownroutefrom
the greenlabyrinthof gravel
trails,thanksto the innovative
approachto markingthe routes.
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Climate
properties

TheBoraisa typicalAdriaticnorthwesterlywind that blowsat high
speeds(ingusts),and it blowsthe longestduringthe colderpart of
the year.Thesecondsignificantlocalwind is the Jugo(Scirocco),a
strongsoutheasterlythat blowsevenly,at similaraveragespeeds
as the Bora,and it achievesits highestspeedsin the favourably
positionsseachannels.

Mt.Biokovo,dependingon the elevation,hasclimatesrangingfrom
sub­Mediterraneanto alpine,meaningthat the weatherconditions
are often changing.In the peak areas,the wintersare harshand
cold, in summerverydry and hot, and the differencebetweenthe
morning temperatureand the daily maximumcan sometimesbe
extreme.

Theinlandareasof Biokovohavea sub­Mediterraneanclimatewith
dry, hot summersand temperaturesthat can reach up to 40°C,
whilethewintersarecold,andsometimeswith snowfor shorttimes.

Thethreegeographicparts of the region,­ the
coastline,Mt. Biokovo,and its inland – are
markedby threeclimate belts.Thecoastal
belt, alsocalled the MakarskaRiviera,hasa
Mediterraneanclimatewith long periodsof
clearweather,warmsummers,an abundance
of sunshine,andmild wintersthat only really
becomecold whenthe Borawind blows..

98



1961­ 2006 AIRTEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION

Month Meanmonthly
temperature(°C)

Quantity
(mm)

Jan 8.1 110.6

Feb 8.9 59.0

Mar 10.5 74.2

Apr 15.8 35.1

May 19.6 72.3

Jun 23.2 43.2

Jul 27.3 33.1

Aug 25.0 100.9

Sep 22.9 136.3

Oct 19.2 49.4

Nov 13.2 75.9

Dec 11.4 34.1
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Source:StateHydrologicalandMeteorologicalInstitute

Meanmonthly air temperatures
and precipitation

MAKARSKA
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MakarskaTouristBoard
Franjevačkiput 2,
21300Makarska
Tel:+385(0)21612002
E­mail:info@makarska­info.hr

VrgoracTouristBoard
Ul.hrvatskihvelikana49,
21276,Vrgorac
Tel:+385(0)21675110
E­mail:info@tzvrgorac.hr

PodgoraTouristBoard
A.KačićaMiošićabr.2,
21327Podgora
Tel:+385(0)21678942
E­mail:info@tz­podgora.hr

TučepiTouristBoard
DonjiRatac30,
21325Tučepi
Tel:+385(0)21623100
E­mail:tzo­tucepi@st.t­com.hr

GradacTouristBoard
StjepanaRadića1,
21330Gradac
Tel:+385(0)21697511
E­mail:info@gradac.hr

BrelaTouristBoard
TrgAlojzijaStepinca10,
21322Brela
Tel:+385(0)21618455
Email:info@brela.hr

CONTACTTHELOCALTOURISTBOARDS
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Imota TouristBoard
AnteStarčevića3,
21260Imotski
Tel:+385(0)21842221
E­mail:info@visitimota.com

DrvenikTouristBoard
DonjaVala241,
21333Drvenik
Tel:+385(0)21628200
Email:info@drvenik.hr

IgraneTouristBoard
Vrtina153,
21329Igrane
Tel:+385(0)21627801
E­mail:info@igrane.org

ŽivogošćeTouristBoard
Porat87,
21331Živogošće
Tel:+385(0)21627077
E­mail:tzm­zivogosce@st.t­com.hr

Split­DalmatiaTouristBoard
PrilazbraćeKalitera10,
21000Split
Tel:+385(0)21490 032
E­mail:info@dalmatia.hr

www.dalmatia­outdoor.hr
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CONTACT:
Spotd.o.o.
Trgbana JosipaJelačića4,
42000Varaždin
+385916032601
info@spot.hr

Trail–FullCyclingExperience

Trail– FullCyclingExperience,a brand of
the companySPOTd.o.o.,is a one­stop
shopfor thedevelopmentof cyclo­tourism
destinations.Ourdiverseand experienced
team of consultants,cyclists,marketing
expertsand promotions,contentcreators,
photographersandvideographerscoverall
the stepsneededto developan areainto
a cyclo­tourismdestination:fromanalysing
the potential and existing resources,
to designingand markingnew routes,
developmentof services,to the education
of stakeholdersin the publicand private
sector,creatingpromotionalcontentand
implementingpromotions,designingand
holdingeventstodestinationmanagement.

Trail– FullCyclingExperiencehasgrown
out of our passionfor cycling,enjoying
nature and spendingtime with others
who sharethe samepassions.We have
built all of our sporting,professionaland
tourism experienceinto the brand, to
createa productthat isthecomprehensive
developmentof cyclo­tourismdestinations.
With its structureand complexity,this
productisuniqueontheCroatianmarket.

Our methodologyof developingcyclo­
tourismdestinationscoversthree areas:
infrastructure development, service
development,andbrandingandpromotions.

102



INFRASTRUCTURE

We conduct exhaustiveanalysisof the potential and
existingresourcesto design,proposeandmap a route
network that is adapted for the needsand wants of
the Europeancyclo­tourismmarket.When analysing
and proposingthe necessaryinfrastructureworks,we
focuson our detailed understandingof what cyclists
want and need, and the experience of successful
Europeancyclo­tourismdestinations.

BRANDING AND PROMOTION

The secret of successful promotion of tourism
destinationsis to stand out in the crown– to havea
voice that is heardand a story that drawspeople in.

The systematic, innovative, creative and premium
designof the promotion implementedby Trail is that
voicein the crowd.Wecreatea visualidentity,prepare
professional photographs and video materials,
and create, design and run both digital and offline
promotional campaigns.

SERVICEDEVELOPMENT
Weknowwhat cyclo­touristsneed,want and expect,
becausewe also spendeveryvacation and ever free
momenton two wheels.

Our programme to stimulate service development
consists of education, training and workshops for
stakeholdersin the private and public sectors,with
the aim of understanding the servicesneeded for
cyclo­tourists to ensure they are satisfied, come
back and share their positive experiences. The
educationalprogrammeismodular,speciallyadapted
to specific groups of tourism and other service
providers, and includes training for cycling guides,
education of hospitality workersand those offering
accommodations,andsupportto the localcommunity
to moreeffectivelyreceiveand developcyclo­tourists.
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MakarskaRivieraBYBIKE
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